RIO HONDO WELDING TECHNOLOGY
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

FRIDAY, June 12, 2015
11:30-1:30 PM
RIO HONDO COLLEGE
MINUTES

I. Call to order

Mike Slavich welcomed everyone to the Rio Hondo College’s Welding Technology Advisory Meeting and thanked them for their time.  He also explained to them wht the role of an Advisory Committee is.  
A.  Roll call

Introductions were conducted and served as roll call. The following persons were present:   

Steve Tomory
Rio Hondo College

Mike Slavich
Rio Hondo College

Roy Renouf
Tri-Star Gases

Greg Magro
Tri-Star Gases

Casey Breeden
Miller Electric
B. Steve moved to accept the minutes as written.  Casey Breeden 2nd.  The vote was unanimous.

II.  Program Update:
A.   Status: 
Steve stated that the program has been on hiatus for approximately 5-6 years due to remodeling of the division, the need for swing space and the lack of a full time instructor.  He discussed the update of curriculum, what is in the degree and the completion of the LADBS Structural Steel Certification Program certificate of achievement.
B. Curriculum

Steve explained that currently we have a degree and a certificate program.  We have the beginning of a stackable certificate.  The degree has not been modified yet as we do not know how many variations of degrees we want.  Currently the degree will prepare a student to take the certified exam when completed.  The LADBS Structural Steel Certification Program certificate of achievement will prepare the student to take the AWS exam. 

C. Student Progress:

The students have completed what was needed for the certificate of achievement so our first group has processed through.
D. Placement/CWE

We are still working on adding a WELD 290 to the curriculum.  Mike explained to the group how that worked for paid and unpaid internships.
E. Budget

Mike mentioned that the district budget for welding is 9,000.  To supplement we apply for Perkins IV grant funds through the feds and student material fees which are placed in an ASO account.
III. Program Improvement/Industry Input:

A. Recruitment:

The need in industry is great.  
B. Staffing Needs:

There is an opening now for part time instructors.  We need both day and night instructors.
C. Equipment Needs:

Mike believes we are fully equipped at this point.  There are a couple of things still to come.

D. Student Preparation:

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the degree and what other certificates we should offer.  Casey suggested a certificate in pipe welding and production and fabrication.  Casey asked if we had a relationship with the Iron Workers Union.  Mike said no.  Casey believed it would be good to partner with Local 250 as feeders for the pipe welding area.  Casey recommended that we get Watts Cutters as they are fairly in expensive for the piping classes.  In looking at the degree Casey believes that there is no need for WELD 045 as it can be a component in WELD 040.  He also believes that WELD 065 and 070 could be combined into one course.  Greg stated that there is a big demand for welders in every area.
It was decided that we should keep the certificate we have and to add a second certificate for pipe welding and a third for production and fabrication.  Much farther down the line automation and robotics should be instituted.   Casey suggested that we look into the AWS D1.1 certification as well as the API (American Petroleum Institute) certification.
IV. Conclusion and Adjournment
A. Next Meeting Date:  October 16, 2015
C. Adjournment:  12:30 pm
